Immigration Press Conference

Led by Congressman John Sullivan

May 17, 2006
Media Kit




Congress of the Hnitey States
Washituton, Inf H0515

May 17, 206

Tl ITonorsble William . Frisl
Mujurity Leuder, 17.5. Senate
5-230 The Capilol

Wiashitipton TLC. 20515

"Drear Sensle Wfujoriiy Leader Frst,

e are wiiting to oxpress o deep concems with the mrthook for imndpration rofiorm in the Dinited
Stetes Yenate, We [eel thar in Helt of strong voler atitedes against the Sonate approach toward
il g ratioun pelbeen, i e as coioe b the Seaale 1o wol on walnpreliensive nmigeation
enforeement lepislution und réject eals lo praol aommealy foc i es imeted 12 10 20 willien illsgal
liens crrenily resmidiop 30 the Uniled Siafca.

Ag oo know, aur emuniry desparately nzedz secure borders and a comprohensive immigration,
tuforcemant plun. Chor constimants Jemand it, and they recognize that hoth border spoamity angd
rabukt intedar enforcement of oor Imevigeation Jaws is necassaey 0 protect Rarional secarity amd
enrRuTS econamic fairess in our immipration laws.

We would fike cadl to your aulemiog o cecenl Zogby poll. This poll, sonducted of Hkely voters Gndr
that Amcricans prefer, by a two ta one ety e ITouse of Representatives” enbocement-anby bill,
H.K. 4437, to several pending bills an the Senate that prant atnnesly a millione af iMlegul aliens. In
addition, sappaort for the enlometrent-otly appronch by ftaell praves to be widesptemd atmong bhe
cleetormrs witl 81 percant of Eapublicans, 72 pereent of Tndependents, 57 peresod of Detioooats,
and 53 percand of Hispanics supporing he enfmement-only House bill. This poll clearly
duancnairates the need 40 esl pass iromigratton enfaoreesment-omly legialition, aod defer
consideration of @y gurstworker program ot amnesty of any kind witil our bordems are seong und
Jimeal itunieration hus ceazcd.

Congress is in o uniques position to do the right thing by changing cur failed fond gration pedicics of
the past and dernomsimle Lo our constilucnts that we will place sfrengthcning enforcement of our
Imtrggration ves ux combamed in H R, 4437 firgt and forenwost above consl deramion of 2
gucstivodier o ammesly program. We thank you for wour past conunitment w strmg.thﬂu.ug aur
nakon’s immigration lavwes and we lnak foraard 1o wm’lﬂng with you on thiz important issme for e
future angd pecarity ol our great nalion.
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Congressman Sullivan’s Trip to the Border

Last October, Congressman Sullivan visited the U.5. /Mexico border to get a first hand look
at the situation. In addition to hearing countless accounts from border patrol agents of the
difficulties they face on a daily basis, he was able to go along during a border patrol night
run and witness immigrants illegally crossing into in the U5, and being apprehended.

A group of immigrants 15 apprehended as they illagally try to cross the 115, - Mexican hordar

There is stidl mach wark to be done to securs our nanon's hordar with Mexea.
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Why the Senate’s Plan
is Bad for America

A recent report bv Fobert Rector of The Heritage Foundation found staggering
statistics of how the Senate’s compromise immigration legislation. the

=

Comprehensive Immigration Reform Act (CIRA), 52611, would change the face
of America as we know it today. Consider the following:

It would allow an estimate 103 million people to immigrate to the United States—
LEGALLY- over the next 20 years. This 1s one-third of the current population of the
United States.

In contrast to the 103 nullion people immigrating to the United States under the Senate
plan, current law allows for only 19 million legal immigrants over the next 20 years.

The current immugration rate of one million persons a vear would skyrocket to over five
million people legally immigrating to the United States per year—raising the rate of legal
immigration by five times.

By granting amnesty to those who are already here illegally, the long-term cost of govern-
ment benefits to the parents of 10 nullion recipients of ammesty could be $30 billion per
year or more.

The Senate bill is the largest expansion of the welfare state in 35 vears!
CIRA offers amnesty to 85% of the nation’s current 11.9 million illegal aliens.

Tllegal aliens who have been in the U.S. for five years or more (60% of illegal aliens) would
be granted immediate ammesty.

5. 2611 also grants children of 1llegal aliens mn-state tuition, which means it will be up to the
American tax paver bear the costs for 1llegal aliens to attend college. With a finite number
of spots at universities and colleges, this 15 one less spot available fo an American citizen
looking to obtain hugher education.

This legislation would be the most dramatic change in immigration law in 80
yvears and it is a change in the wrong direction for America!
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Sullivan to Frist: Border Enforcement First

WASHINGTON, D.C. - Today, Congressman John Sullivan, along with several Members of the House, held
a press conference this afterncon highlighting the deficiencies in the Senate bill,

“The Senate’s legislation, 5. 2611, 15 a dangerous expansion of our immigration laws and it would be the
largest expansion of the welfare state in 35 vears,” Sullivan said. “Studies show that it will provide for

approximately 103 million immigranis to come to the U5, - legally — over the next 20 vears. That is one-
third of the corrent ULS. population. We muost not allow this dangerous influx in immigration to occur,™

Congressman Sullivan, along with Representatives Tom Tancredo, Steve King, Dana Fohrabacher, Vingil
Goode, Patrick McHenry, Ernest Istook and Ginny Brown-Waite, and members of the newly formed
organization, “You Don't Speak For Me,” a group of recent legal immigrants and Hispanic Americans who are
opposed to giving amnesty to those who are here ille gally, discussed their concerns about the Senate’s
immigration reform legislation, which includes amnesty for the 12 to 20 million illegal aliens in the 115, They
emphasized the need for enforcement of our border and interlor immigration laws first, before an amnesty or
guestworker program is considered. “Border security is a vital step in ensuring national security.”

In addition, Congressman Sullivan and several Members of the House sent a letter to Senate Majority Leader
Bill Frist, expressing their concerns with the proposed Senate immigration legislation. The letter, signed by 29
House Members, draws attention to a recent Zogby poll which found that Americans prefer, by a two to one
margin, the House of Representatives’ enforcement-only bill to several pending bills in the Senate that grant
amnesty o millions of illegal aliens,

“In light of strong voter attitudes agamst the Senate ap proach toward immigration reform, the time has
come for the Senate to act on comprehensive immigration enforcement legislation and reject calls to
grant amnesty for an estimated 12 to 20 million illegal aliens currently in the U.S.,” Sullivan said. “Our
country desperately needs secure borders and a comprehensive immigration enforcement plan,™
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